Rickettsia typhi infection in childhood.
Rickettsia typhi infection (murine typhus) is generally underdiagnosed in childhood, as clinical presentations are often non-specific. We present the manifestations in nine children hospitalized in the Department of Paediatrics of the University Hospital, Heraklion, Crete, over a 3-y period from 1998 to 2000. Titres > 1:400 for IgM and >1:960 for IgG and/or a fourfold increase in a second sample were considered strongly suggestive of acute infection. Children presented with prolonged fever, hepatosplenomegaly and lymphadenopathy. Five children presented with a rash. Unusual manifestations included aseptic meningitis and Kawasaki-like presentation. Laboratory findings included anaemia, leucopenia, and thrombocytopenia. Three children were treated with appropriate antibiotic regimens and all nine had a complete recovery. Rickettsia typhi infection should be considered in the differential diagnosis of children residing in or returning from Southern Europe countries who present with prolonged fever, rash and lymphadenopathy.